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Chan Hon Goh  

Ballerina Boss 

As a principal dancer of the National Ballet of Canada for more than 20 years, Chan Hon Goh was known for 

her technical skill, lyricism and emotional depth. Taking on quintessential ballerina roles like Cinderella and 

Giselle, she is a defining Canadian prima ballerina of her generation. 

The talent comes to her quite honestly — thanks to a mix of good genes and sheer perseverance. Both her 

mother, Lin Yee Goh, and father, Choo Chiat Goh, were principal dancers with Beijing’s National Ballet of 

China, before they all immigrated to Vancouver when Goh was eight years old in 1977. 

Her parents had actually wanted her to become a concert pianist, but Chan sat on the sidelines at their 

Vancouver dance school, Goh Ballet Academy, dreaming of being a ballerina. “I always saw myself as a 

ballerina … even when no one else did. I was forever trying on my mother’s pointe shoes.” 

Chan eventually did start taking classes, and, at 16, she insisted on entering the Prix de Lausanne, a prestigious 

global competition for young dancers. She won the grand prize. That’s when the National Ballet came calling, 

and she joined their corps de ballet in Toronto. 

Although she’s now retired from the stage, her determined spirit is still present in everything she does from 

marketing a line of her own pointe shoes called Principal by Chan Hon Goh, to serving as director of Goh 

Ballet, following in her parents’ footsteps. “For me, qualities of perseverance, integrity and a willingness to 

learn are immensely important,” she says. “Working hard and pushing through challenges are a big part of my 

journey to success.” 

The Goh Ballet Academy and youth performance company have grown by leaps and bounds under Chan’s 

leadership since 2010, including its own critically acclaimed version of The Nutcracker, which she produces 

every Christmas season. 

“In the coming year, I will be producing the ninth annual production of Vancouver’s Nutcracker,” Chan says 

proudly. “I will also be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Goh Ballet Academy. This will 



entail many events and presentations around the city, plus the commissioning of a new full-length ballet 

of Cinderella.” 
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